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SOMETHING ABOUT MR. HUNT, ILCHESTER 
“BASTILE, AND THE “ NATIONAL PRAYER.” 


ame 


Dorchester Gaol, September 6th; 1820. 

_ Mr. Hunt is publishing his Memoirs in monthly numbers, at 
one shilling per number, and at the end of each number, My. 
Hunt makes a practice of communicating his sentiments, on 
8 or 12 pages of paper, to the Radical Reformers of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. This monthly address is not paged 
in with the Memoir, but distinct, and may: be considered 
gratuitous, although, it be stitched up with the Memoir, asa 

} e of books or advertisements at the end of Magazines 


‘and Reviews. Inthe 4th Number, which was publishdd én 
“the Ist of September, Mr. Hunt informs us, that his, condi- 
‘tion in chester Gaol has been altered for the worse, and all 


the little comforts he erfjoyed from the visiis of friends are cut 
off, or, at least, that the conditions on which he can now see 
them are such, as to make their presence more painful than 
their absence. I have seen enough of gaols to be fully aliveto 
the painful situation of Mr. Hunt, and since I have read his 
account of his present restrictions I begin to feel myself in a 
instead of a prison, or a bastile, as I occasionally callit: 
am the better pleased with my treatment at this moment, 
for in one instance itis altered forthe better, as yesterday, 
for the very first time, I was allowed to see a friend, and to 
have him in my room, for I cannot call it acell, or a dun Feon, 
as both before and since I was married, it has been my Jot to 
inhabit a worse. F should observe that Mrs. Carlile, my 
sisters, and children, have always had free access te me, and 
remained in the oo during the time of keeping it opeh, 
Vor1V.No.2. 
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33 THE REPUBLICAN. | 


that is, between the hours of nine in the morning and four in 
the afternoon. I stated in my letter to Lord Sidmouth, that 


my room was large,: light, and airy, it excels thé:.state rooms 


of the King’s Bench Prison’ By far; for *T chave'a complete’ 


water-closet atfarhed to the room, anda water pipe and sink 
in the room, so that I have the enjoyment, nay the luxury, of 
hot and cold baths at pleasure, having’ provided myself the 
nedessary rm machines, beth for shower and’ open baths, 
Bathing is a wholesome recreation to which I am particularly 
attached, and I now enjoy it ‘to satiety. But when I have 


- méntioiied my room and my baths, T ean: go no’ further, for 


the mannerin which] am locked up, amountsto the ridiculous, 


and it ‘appears more particularly 60 to’ me, as I have had the 4 | 


honour to bea prisoner in Newgate, in Giltspur-street Comp- 
ter, in the King’s Bench Prison, and in the houses of Sherift’s 
Officers (not for debt but for libel), and never saw any thing 


of the Kind, unless it was the evening of the 16th November | j 


last; that I was locked in the strong room of the King’s Bench 
Prison preparatory to being handed ‘off to this Gaol (for I 
won’t call it a bastile at present, nor until T have fresh restrie- 
tions). My present room is as high as the Gaol walls, so that 
I can look over them into several gardens and one of the back 
streets of Dorchester town, and by the help of a spy glass, I 
can ogle some pretty wenches at their windows, who fre- 
quently wave their handkerchiefs and offer me their conversa- 
tion, but as I am not possessed of a very shrill voice, I can 
only answer by a motion of the handsin the form of a salute. 
In one of the wings of the Gaol which forms the Bridewell, or 
what is called the Ward of Solitude,’ (though my ward rather 
deserves that epithet, as Iam locked closer than any other 
prisoner, unless it be occasionally-in the condemned or refrac- 


tory cells,) the ‘prisoners actially hold a.conversation with 


. persons in the windows of the back street of the tewn, and on 


a late occasion, when we had two brothers, very young men; 
about to be executed for highway robbery under very aggra- 


vated circumstances, which event; from its seldom occurrence. |” 


in a chuntry town, excites a strong feeling’ and sympathy for 


the'sufférers, very different to what is felt in “London’at exe- 
_ cutions, some lasses addressed one of the Jancers of the 16th’ 
regiment, who are'occasionally sent here for refractory con-' 
ct, or getting intoxicated and abusive, and observed, “I 7 
build Hot like to be where you are: is it you that’ are going’ | 


hould tio 
to be hung?” ‘Yes; ‘replied the’lancer, quite jocosely, at 


which the podr girls seemed horror’strutk, ‘and ‘could: say n¥ 
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more at.that time... I believe that my ideas of all religion are. - 
the motives for locking me so close, as 1 have been informed 
that the Gaolor, ‘and, Reverend Magistrates, and Vice Society 
Magistrate, have said openly in the town of Dorchester, : that 
they will lock me up close enough, and take care that I shall 
not corrupt any one here. Poor creatures, they know but 
little of my feeling and disposition, I have not the slightest 
wish to promulgate my sentiments on politics or theology 
among the general run of men who are confined in such a 
place as this. I speak of dishonest men, those who are here 
for crimes... As this county ison the coast, and opposite to 
that of France, there are always a great number of smugglers 
here; a class of men whose conduct I would applaud rather 
than condemn, and many of the poor fellows suffer a long 
imprisonment, frequently upwards of twelve months.— | 
Another circumstance is, that I have never given away my 
opinions, 1 consider when they are purchased they make a 
er impression, and | would really rather converse on any 
omestic or indifferent topic, than enter into a vocal dispute 
on politics or theology. It formed but very little of my con- 
versation out of my shop. When I first entered this prison, 
I was aware what was the notion of those opinions I have pro- 
mulgated in this part of the country, therefore, I took the ear- 
liest opportunity to give the governor of the gaol a distinct 
pledge, that as far as the prisoners under his care, or any per- 


4g son belonging to the .priscn was concerned, I would confine 


te So on politics and theology within my own bosom, 
which pledge, although it has never lessened the rigour of my 
confinement, I have sacredly observed, I have no wish to. 
force tay opinions on any man—if he wishes to have them, he 
must either buy them, or challenge me to defend them ; and 
in this last instance, it must be some one whom f should con- 
sider’ worth. contending with, before I would open my mouth 
on the subject. However, I must confess that my situation 
and treatment from the moment of my entering the gaol up to 
the present, has been very different in respect to comfort, to 
what Mr. Hunt represents his tobe. On entering the prison, 
I told the keeper that as far as. money would go to make me 
more comfortable, and to make the prison less a prison, L 
would spend; but I was immediately taught, that all money. — 
could do for me was to obtain me a good dinner from the go- 
vernor’s table, not at his table ; but as I eat. to live, and don’t 
live to eat, I viewed this but as a secondary object, and have. 
‘wer been eareless. of what.my food consisted, so as it wes suf. 
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figient .and, wholesome ; and on the other hand, to livé on 
luxuries. and superfluities, and to have but little or no exer. 
cige,, 1 .knew to, be the, straight road.to premature death, ora 
lifeof pain,.so as, soon .as.I-learnt that I could not have my | ~ 
dinner.of two or three dishes without being locked up along 
whilst I ate it, and as soon as [ Jearnt that all the fear was of 
my corrupting the inmates of this most respectable place, I | — 
resolved to economize and to teach them temperance by ex- |” 
ample ; and this I haye done to; their surprise, for I have 
shewn them, that a man with acontented, mind and no labour, ~ 
has need but of a small quantity,of food.to. keep him fat and — 
in.good health, I have lately felt; one of the ill effects of close 
confinement, for having my room washed over, and neglect- 
mg to have a fire to air and dry it, and haying my couch ona 
damp, floor, it has given mea killing fit of rheumatic pain,so |~ 
as to have made.me. almost, despair of. recovery. I haveng — 
blame. to, attach to any one, but for close confinement, asl 
have the means of lighting a fire whenever I please, therefore, ~ 
my pain has been the cause.of my.own neglect, and a lessonI | 
shall never forget. : ) E 
In noticing the rejection to, my.sending a plate of fruit to 
Wedderburn lately, I ignorantly.made a. false statement—I 
mentioned the place of his confinement as continued where 
he...was first placed for several weeks, but after I had sent of 
that, statement to London, I accidentally discovered. that his 
situation had been changed for the, better, and he is now con- . — 
fined in the Bridewell, or Ward.of Solitude, where. he hasa& = 4 
small cell, with a fire-place in it, and is not locked.up close as 
before, but. has, an airy passage near, six feet wide, and from 
thirty to forty long, to walk im the day time, with the addi- —  , 
é 











tional privilege of being dogged. about the gravel.-walk conti- 
gous to the interior of Fata walls, a a at that I feel 
more satisfaction from the.relinquishment the acceptance. 
Mr.. Wedderburn has also, the honour-and the-privilege of be- 
ing admitted on each holyday into, the congregation of the § 
faithful Christians who assemble in the aon for. worship, 
‘Molatry, rather; but whether itis the governor or the chap- s 
fain, that :considers. me ineorrigible I ;know not, for I have 7) 
ever been asked, whether I would partake of this “ soul-re | if 
freshing repast,, The reader might form. some. idea.of the) if 
distance kept, between myself and. ' fedderburn, when. I stale") ‘a 
‘that he was removed from his first cell.to.his present for five) 8 
sor six. weeks. before I knew any thing about. it; and even thet, | + 
-Ediscovered it by accident, in the course of exchanging a fe* |) ‘< 









































































‘Present manner of advocating the'abolition of monareliy 
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words with one of the turnkeys. Such has-been the solitude 
of my confinement in this prison, and so little corivér-ation 
have I had, ,that on attempting to speak, I have in @ manner 
found my voice gone, and;have been obliged to make ah effort 
to-be heard. I have a couch which forms a sofa chair, and on 
which I consider that I lay sleeping, waking, and reading, on 
an average, sixteen hoyrs out of each twenty-four; and I 
walk about the\room or sit in a chair as an ease and’ relief, 
excepting the few hours that Iam at the writing-desk.' “T 
am sensible that the habit is a bad one, but I havé no 
alternative. 1 believe that I have said quite enough of 
myself; but on reading Mr. Hunt’s complaint and explana- 
tion of ‘his situation, I found that.mine was preferable, and I 
am at all times ready to give the devil his due, (if I may use 
a vulgar phrase, and adieck of a gentleman in wiiom I have no 
faith nor belief.) As my confinement is at present, I am quite 
comfortable, -but I consider my reverend keepers fear I should 
feel no punishment if I were allowed to walk out freely in the 
open air'in the daytime, as is the common case with all other 
prisoners save myself and Wedderburn, and those who are 
sentenced to solitary confinement. ‘The prison’is altogether. a 
neat and clean place, or as far as it is possible for labour to 
keep it so; and J attribute the closeness of my confinemeft to 


ete 


see such ‘a man assume so much of tie Priest. 1 am con-~ 
pelled ‘to quarrel with it, not with Mr. Hunt, ‘but with’ his 
National Prayer.” «I would first beg leave ‘to say, that 1 
admire his political opinions, and the uniform and undaunts 
manner in which he has adyocated the right of ‘UNiVERS#t 
SUFFRAGE. - I have heard Mr. Hunt, object to my public are 


' 







‘aay, that whilst he lived a private citizén, under a monarehie 
Revernment, he would not support the avowed-abolition of at, 
for this I always gave him credit, but,{ cannot, give’ him er 
for candour in publishing his “ National Prayer,” © It-is ‘not 
‘4 promulgation of any particular opinions, but it is an fi 
Support to that. priesteraft and fanaticism which T Know that 
‘he ptivately abhors, and is thé effect of an'idea, that the attack 
‘Of sudh opinions is not. yet. sufficiently popular to be considered 












































om 74 
respectable. ‘This is the ground on which thousands seem to 
‘support Priestcraft and fanaticism, even whilst their better | 
Knowledge of its falsehood makes them privately hate and | 
condemn it) It is thus the hateful thing hasbeen so Jong sup- | ~ 
ported; and the imposture continued. It has,been rendered | ~ 
universal in Europe by violence, and the fashion of it is not 
quite gone. Fashion ‘and custom are the only props left it, |” 
and. as soon as we can wipe them off, it falls to rise no more, ~ 
I must be candid enough to repeat what I have before stated, + ~ 
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namely, that Mr. Hunt has repeatedly said in my presence 
that he would not allow Mr. Paine or any other person to 


form his opinions on theology, and by all that 1 could discover, - 


T considered that Mr. Hunt never suffered the thing to disturb 


his mind for a moment. 4 
the whole to be Priestcraft, and resolved at the same time, ~ 
neither to make himself uncomfortable about it, nor to gain - 


I considered: that he had discovered 


the ill will of any one individual by attacking it: but what are 


_we to think of the ““ National’ Prayer?” 


Iam bold to say, 


‘that I never before met with a more contemptible string of 
z istry and nonsense. There is nothing in the Bible that 
beats it on this head. J would wish to’ be considered as stand- 
‘Ing inthe sanie situation towards Mr. Hunt, as I stand in 
. towards Paine, a name which Mr, H. has professed an admi- 


* Yation of: I am thoroughly the disciple of Paine in politics, 


\ but I cannot help laughing at his * private thoughts of a fu- 


ture state.” Paine, like his old friend Clio Rickman, could — 
, never give up that sensual and childish’ idea of ‘a paradisaicl 
,future ‘state, “Let me be understood as standing in the.same ~ 
_yelation with Mr. Hunt as with'Mr. Paine, Iapproye his po- ~ 
itical’ ideas, hut I’ must réprobate his ‘National Prayer:” be 
‘did‘his proposition for a fast and © 


is made it public, as 3 
in print, 4 


prayers, of Which this is the finish. | ‘The thing being 
‘and ‘being what'Iconsider extremely mischievous. as coming — 

such a man, (instead ofan! avowed and: beneficed -priet — 
_ 80 whom it ‘more ‘properly belongs) E-feel- that.J am,in-duty — 
‘as the operi enemy ‘of fanaticism, to‘exereise my ed 2 
I dono — 


, : 

~s 
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a aban i endeavouring to dissect and-expose ‘it. 
I 


é that "Mr: Hunt prays privately, andfram his heart 
















“\any idol, therefore, I hope, that should: have the pleasure d/ 


_ tional Prayer,” 
‘88 eke fst p 


‘and ty notice!of>it: ~-~. . 
lace J shail hope, 


_ Over meeting him again, we shalldiave'a laugh over his‘ Ne 


og, A Une that the -signi atian formelll 
Ree eee a tp ee eenion 
and the seven asterisks in another place, which I construe 
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be murders, arose from the timidity either of the printer 
or publisher: I cannot believe that Mr. Hunt would send a 
inanuscript in that ‘state to the press, and. 1 am,more, sur- 


- ‘prized at the supposed’ caution, when. the word massacre is 


filléd out in the foregoing article. If a man, commits an 
atrocious murder on his fellow man, shall I seek a new name 
less‘ harsh than murder, to call it by? Forbid it justice! f 
have’ always considered when I have seen the, letter and 
dash “ C —_h” intended for Castlereagh, and some- 
thing’ strong’ ‘applied to it, that it has been, in La 
greater aggravation than the spelling of the name in full, 
and if a jury were inclined to inflict a punishment, the 
candour of the ‘latter would deserve less punishment than 
the timidity of the former. Such a circumstance has once 
occurred in ‘the Republican, but it was without my know- 
ledge or consent;’ and reaped my reprobation. The act 
to me appears like that of secret assassination; or, one 
that would plunge a dagger into the bosom of another if he 
could do it undiscovered. | My idea is this, that an honest and 
conscientious man would not write at all, what he durst.not 
print in full and be responsible for it; for the author and not 
the printer, should be always forthcoming, But to begin with 
this sublime “ National Prayer :” the first sentence is this, 
“ Almighty God! Creator of the universe, Father and Judge 
of all mankind ! | Look down from the high, an holy place 
which thou hast inhabited from eternity, and. lend a merciful 
ear to the prayers of an oppressed people.” What do you 
mean by looking down, Mr. Hunt? Did you write by da 
or by night? Recollect in the regions of space which are fill 
by what I eall the God 6f Nature, there is. neither. up_ nor 
down, circle nor centre, at least, the human idea cannet em- 
brace it.” Besides, by your asking yourGod to “lend a mer- 
Ciftl eat” you make him an idol with one, or a pair of ears 
just Tike yourself, IyshaHl not allow you to shelter under 
metaphor; for I recollect: well, that the first time I ever,saw 
you or heard you speak, you reprobated metaphorical expres- 
sions when addressed to a public meeting. in, Palace-yard by 
the celebrated Parson Parkes, and received Pahari ap- 





_Plause, by observing’ that yau felt it, your duty. to state a few 


plain facts.» Even the faults of Mr. Hunt. should. not _ pass 
Without censure, ‘for thé “‘ Champion of Reform” must be 
Considered a mirror, and: should be kept clear of imperfections. 
Th the third senteiice you speak of ‘the sun in thy heavens :” 
here you are as bad) as Paul or Mahomet: pray haye you also 
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THE REPUBLICAN. 
travelled into any of those heavens? Tell _us their relative 
position to and distance from each other, and their geographi. 
cal situation in space, not forgetting a description’ of their 
form, composition, and inhabitants. You speak’ of “ that 
eatin: Which your idol has giyen to all mankind!” — Pray. 
do you mean that which I have in the Dorchester, or you in 
the Ichester Bastile? If your idol be a general SEARCHER 
UF. HE LRTS, Iam of opinion, that he must be in full em- 
ploy, and have an illimitable memory to examine the hearts 
of all the human race, and recollect their various ponderings. 


‘The second paragraph is a string of aphorisms from the Holy 


Scriptures, which would have done honour to a priest to have 
compiled, and would have obtained him a fat benefice, if not 
a bishopric. --Mr.. Hunt seems.to_be making himself master 
of the Bible; perhaps he is about to take his father’s advice in 
his old age and turn clergyman. I hope you have not too 
much confidence in your judge of all the earth, Mr. Hunt 
and that you will not-find him ‘*turn,a deaf ear to us an 
Jaugh us to scorn.” I should ugtice that the famous Jehovah 
is Mr. Hunt's idol, _. | 

The third paragragh is aii improyement upon the second, 
anadmirable selection and compilation. I am. astonished at 
it, Mr, Hunt must have read the Gaol Bible closely, and his 
f National Prayer”. will convince the public, that he has “ no 
connection with Carlile” more,than all his assertions before 
1 A Abaaaetrrew or THE,Laws!” ) 

‘She fourth paragraph is a. prayer that Jehovah will lighten 
the darkness of the prison house of Mr. Hunt and his. brethren. 
I Suppose I must not consider myself onesof them, or.[ should 
reply, that I have a plenty of light by day, and as much candle 
like by night, for I am Writing now: at» three -o’clock -of 
1 CAIGRORE porn ._ J have as much window as I:-have:seen 
aay :churehies in, may room. > tou. bi 
«othe «fifth paragraph. is .a, prayer for the Queen} ‘and Mr. 
Hunt seems sanguine) that Jehovah, will send her triumph and 
“our deliverance” at.the same) time. Such an’ idea entered 
my mind for a: moment, but.I thought. proper to banish it, and 
mean ‘to be agreeably disappointed if it:is to, be. so. wre 
.... The sixth paragraph mentions what the “Gop or Justice 
AND, FRegdoo”* has done jin~Spain: and Naples, and Mr. 
-Alyot, seems ‘to. have had -a hint) that the “. ANGEL OF 
‘Ligerty” .is gone out to work on fhe’ Continent, but I. fear 
that he will find so much laborious and“dirty-work todo there 
that it will be a long time before he will reach us in England. 
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1. fear Mr. Hunt will find the 15th, and I the 16th of Novem- 
ber.1822 arrive, before the“ dngel of Liberty.” I hope Mr. 
Hunt may be right, and I mistaken jn my calculations. _ 

In the seventh and last paragraph, Mr. Hunt is like the 
Jews always were in captivity, he wants a Messiah, one of 
Jehovah’s sons, to come and help him. In this same number 
of his Memoir, Mr. H. has told us that he excelled at makin 
corn ricks. 1 wish he had. had a corn rick to make instead o 
this “ National Prayer,” Ishould have been spared this painful 
task of dissenting from him, : tence 


+ 


R. CARLILE.” 





—_ —_ 


BRITISH GOVERNMENT ONLY TO BE. GEMENTED AND 
KEPT TOGETHER BY BLOOD. 
ae 


Theprevention of the publication of the evidence on, the prisls for 
High Treason in Scotland, debarred us from noticing them’ durin 

their progress, and after so many acquittals had taken plage, we waited 
to see whiether the government would venture to murder ‘any of those 
few ‘against wliom a verdict had been obtained. | it now: seeiis that 
they are not yet glatted with blood, for James Wilson, (who.was 
strongly recommended to'mercy by his jury, and ‘such @ circumstance 
never occurred before, and in consequence of'that circumstance, the 
Lord Advocate accepted a verdict of Not Guilty against allyvho were 
vonnected and charged with him) has. been. hung .and beheaded,.in 
spite-of petition and remonstrance, and his Jury’s recommendation fo 
the contrary. Weread,the particulars with surprise both.of Sid- 
mouth’s answer to|the efforts to save him, in which he dbserved that 
he.did not consider him a fit object to recommend to his Majesty for 
mérey, and the aceount of his exeention. ‘The Bormy Muir éombat- 
ants still remain for execution,-and we have now no hopes for them, as 
the shedding of blood seems essential to the preservation‘of the govert- 


, 
" 


ent for a few months. ‘We must expect that this. work of bleodwill 
‘be ¢o-existent with / the’ present: administration, andy will jonly, eease 
‘with their existence. ‘In a ‘few days »we shall-bave the, trials, for 
‘High Treason, in’Yorkshire, and. since the trial. of Messrs. Hunt,. &c, 


at York, we have not much confidence in the York freebolders, 
whilst the law officers of the Crown_can select them. The shédding 
of blood is the life of Castlereagh, he bas. grown up in it, and seems 
desirous to go down the vale of life in the same manner, 
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“AiR! WILBERFORCE! AN ITINERANT ORATOR, | _ 
AND THE VICE SOCIETY TOO WELL: KNOWN | | 


TO BE SUPPORTED IN LONDON. 


a 


Tn’ our last, we published an advertisement from the Vice i. 


Society, beeving for money to carry on their warfare against 
obscenity, truth and reason. It now seems that the nobility, 
gentry, aud clergy of London will do nothing more for them, 
as'they have begun to advertise in the provincial papers, and 
Mr. ‘Wilberforce has been speechifying both in Dorchester 
and at) Weymouth, in» support of the Bible and the Vice 
Society. We heard a great deal-of clamour some time back 
about the itinerant orators in the cause of Reform, and the 
“local despots” were called on to arrest them whenever they 
came into their districts: «Mr. Hunt, Mr. Wooler, and many 
others ‘have a thousand times been upbraided as itinerant 
orators, but where is the difference in their conduct and that 
of Mr. Wilberforce ? Each supports his favourite cause, and 
each does it with the same feelings as the other, for the ideas 


‘of Mr. Wilberforce, and his'anxiety to propagate the Bible are 


mot more ardent than these on the other’ side in the cause of 


‘Reform. Each considers his cause a sacred one, and. perse- 
‘veres in spite of all obstacles. Who more than Mr. Wilber- 


force has clamoured’ against the Reformers? He has su)- 
ported every measure of'the administration:in the dungeoning, 
geeping, and’ transportation bills; ‘against the Reformers; yet 
he follows exactly the same’ steps’ ‘inv his'-endeavour to propa- 
ate his own principles. ‘Amore contemptible and! -unprin- 
cipled hypocrite there ihe x existence: tha’ this man; his 
regard to the Queen has’ stamped: him’ with in- 
deliable infamy, and whilst ‘as a ‘member ‘of the Vice Society 
‘he affects ‘to check’ obscenity with/one ‘hand, he:‘seatters it 
most profusely with the other, in aidinig and supporting ‘the:con- 
duct of “George: the’ Fourth .and ‘his ‘ministers; )déach.suc- 


- ‘ceeding’ day shows more: clear, that “all thia’ filthy tale which 
_ fas been got up against the Qucen hasbeen fabricated by the 
agents, ‘ eis btset 1 da DEF ioe 


King and 
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THE INTENDED EVIDENCE AGAINST THE QUEEN 


CONVERTED TO A> PROOF: OF THE StI 
RACY AGAINST HER. 


ee 


We mentioned in our last a desperate effort to deprive the 
Queen of all means of defence made by Lords,Eldon, Lau- 
derdale, Ellenborough, and a few more: but this affair, as a 
particular, had .a favourable termination for the Queen; the 
above Lords being left ina minority, and even, opposed by 
‘ Liverpool, Harrowby, and Wellington. It has been impor-— 
tant to the Queen in the preliminary proceedings against her, 
and has ‘enabled her counsel to yitiate all the evidence that has 
been hitherto brought against her, and must have shown even 
her enemies that the printed questions which the King’s 
counsel put to the different witnesses, are’ nothing more nor 
less, than a string ‘of fictious charges: to’ which the different 
witnesses have been drilled to give such answers as were re- 
' quired by their employers. They are no sooner put to the 
test of a cross-examination, than ‘they answer every. purpose 
for the Queen’ that might be wished to vindicate her conduct 
and impeach the conduet of her enemies and their employers. 
it was a full knowledge of this that’ made the ‘above desperate 
malignants attempt to thwart a present cross-examination, 
hoping, no doubt, to defer it by some means altogether... The 
veonduct'of the Earl of Lauderdale has excited considerable 
surprise on’ this occasion, he is' without. doubt ‘the most 


‘y desperate enemy ‘the. Queen has in the house of Lords, and 
his rebuff te-the statement of his connections published in that 


‘well-timed publication called ‘a “ Peep atthe Peers,? was a 
‘ proof'of his being)conscience stung. | It is. reported that he 
» has pledged hinaself 10 go all lengths to, support his profligate 
Samaster Gn the condition: of being’ gent, out Governor General 
vof Indias The jbest proof of the truth, validity; and impor- 
“tance .of :the,. aisha aneosintsee excellent publication, is ‘the 
vnattempt to-decry,it as false, by. those, who, are-the: objects ex- 
‘iqposed. If it: was:indeed | a string of falsehoods; as.they have 
‘) asserted, they would, have best served themselves. to have said 
nothing about it. But Lords are nething more than‘men, 
and generally something less. The Earl of Lauderdale €aid 
‘that this publication represented him as receiving 36,0001. of 
the public money, whereas he did not receive a “farthing. It 
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was his Lordship that stated the falsehood, the “ Peep” said [77 
nothing of the kind. It did not, in et Bay that his Lordship 
renee a farthing. It merely stated the usual allowance to | 7 
a retired ambassador, without. asserting that his Lordship ~~ 
received it. ‘The Editor of that publication has acied with all 
the prudence, candour, and veracity possible, he does not state 
that every incident is correct, because there has been no late | ~ 
authorised and authentic publication of the kind, buthe pledges | 
himself, ‘and in. that’ pledge we support him, that the gross | 
total falls far short of the reality. These matters are like the 
myeryet of priestcraft there is no getting into the minutia 
of them. ‘The celebrated Colonel Browa of Milan notoriety, 
turns out to be a cousin of Lord Castlereagh, and the only 
service he has seen, has been under the Milan-commission of 
espionage. It appears that he has. skipped over the heads. of 


all the respectable part of the army, >and has the epithet 
Colonel attached to his name for no other purpose than to 


make a more formidable character against the Queen. The 
Countess Colombier, or Dumont, the maid servant, has made a 
pretty figure, and poor Majocchi has been far outstripped in his 
non mi ricordo line. Various rumours are nowafloat about the 
immediate suppression of the proceedin against the Queen . 
a change of. administration, and a_ dissolution. of, parliament. 
If we an honest House of Commons, they would take out 


er 





be the, cage....It.is yet impossible to.say how. this business will 
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triumph, and her triumph must be the disgrace of her husband. 


He cannot shift the disgraceful load of filth on his ministers, 
he has wallowed in it too long to have left’ any means of 
cleaning himself. This Bill of Pains and Penalties has beén a 
most fortunate event for her Majesty. She has lived to some 
purpose. She has overwhelmed her enemies and laid them all 
rostrate. Poor Brougham has been disappointed. Experience 
has made the Queen wise. She has at last fallen into honest 
hands, and her enemiesare made to appear ina most contempti- 
ble light. If ever a woman is set upon the English throne 
we.could wish it to be Queen Caroline, and that che may be 
the last. EDITOR. 





—_ —7 


TO MR. CARLILE. 


inateantindiinnnandl 


°, Stockport, Aug. 29, 1820. 
Sir 

The friends to civil and religious liberty in Stockport hope 
re will receive’ the a, One ari asa ey tribute of 
that ect they justly’ owe you, for ‘your ma and petse- 
bt Cound ld the ‘ehh of | Universal Fiéedoth, T ‘assure 
you, Sir, would’ circumstances ‘have permitted, there ‘is’ fiot 
one who has givéh 4 penny or twopence, but would gladly 
havé given a pound: The sum ‘certainly would have ‘been 
fourfold, at least, had not our abilities been so urgently pressed, 
on behalfof those suffering patriots in our immediate neighbour- 
héod, which you, ‘Sir, are aware to be pretty humerous. One 
thing, Sir; I have to mention, which I doubt not will, insome 
médsuré, assist in ‘eae the gloom of your tnmerited and 
linjust, though sdlitary atid ‘unparalleled imprisonment, and 
that'ts, ‘that you have been thé means of ‘enlightening some 
hiiidreds of your fellow-men, within the sound of tir parish 
bélls) who have dragped the chains of bigotry and superstition, 
from their cradlé; and’who are convinced, (notwithstanding 
all the whips, gags,’ dungeons, bolts, and bars, ‘and ‘all other 
pafishments that 'priestcraft and inquisitorial genits' can in- 
vent or inflict,) that the sun of reason will continue to expand 
its bright and animating rays until it reaches the heigtit' of its 
Meridian splendor. Then mankind will bé truly happy, good 
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moral examples will be laid down, and real virtue and true 
patriotism will receive’ that reward. they so justly merit. | 
hope and frust, “that the day is not far distant when supersti- 
tion and fanaticism will be swept into the whirlpool of oblivion, 
and never more rear’ its destractive head. An enlightened 
public would then rally round the ry Temple of Reason,” and 
“‘ Altar of Liberty,” and assist in disseminating those virtuous 
principles which you so nobly and perseveringly defended. 
Your readers here, Sir, very much admire your determina- 
tion to carry on your publication, even should the Vice So- 
ciety-sueceed in their unmanly and cowardly altack against 
‘Mrs. Carlile. There is something so mean, so degrading, and 
so base in the conduct of those beings who call themselves the 
suppressors of vice, that I can scarcely say what name they 
deserve, to commence a prosecution against a virtuous, 
honest, and industrious woman, for no other cause but that 
of endeavouring to support her children in a comfortable way. 
It is something beneath the character of man, even in a state 
of nature ; but the nearer vice or ‘debauchery approaches, its 
final dissolution, the more extravagant are its wrjthings and 
twistmys, its contortions become more and more visible, until 
its final exit. Mrs. Carlile, and your patriotic sisters, deserve 
the patronage of ‘their sex, and when reason and morality 
triumph over drunkenness, debauchery, cowardice, and all 
the other existing vices, (which I trust will be very soon,) 
then they will réceive that reward they have sojustly merited. 
Some of your friends in Stockport have come to the resolution 
of making monthly subscriptions towards paying your fine, 
the.collectious will be small, for reasons before ‘stated, but it 
is our duty to do something, and we hope your readers and 
admirers in eyery part of the country, will exert themselves 
in like manner, until you are restored to your liberty and fa- 
mily ; for it isour cause you are suffering for, Sir, conse- 
quently we ought to age ie in some measure, of those suf- 
ferings, by striving to alleviate them.’ Your ‘excellent and 
well-timed letier to the poor Bristol priest, gave great ‘satisfac- 
tion to your readers here. Has he answered it?’ Not point- 
ioe ay presume, if atall; perhaps he has discovered his’ ii- 
ability.. 1 should not have liked the task, unless it had been 
to inform you of my thorough conviction that you was ‘right. 


We have a few of the priest-kind in this part, who have joined - 


the ranks of reformers, and who have made great attempts to 
ov’ Ww your powerful reasoning in support of Universal 


Freedom ; but they having takeri " their position in ‘a dark 


thick fog, such position vanished’ ‘the moment nature’s light 
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made ita powerful appearance, and in fact, those that work, in 
the dark have always baseless fabrics to stand on—"“‘ they like 


- darkness better than light, because their deeds are evil.” 


Iam, Sir, on behalf of those mechanics friendly to you in 
Stockport, your sincere friend, and well wisher, 


WILLIAM PERRY. 








TO MR. WILLIAM’ PERRY AND ‘THE FRIENDS 
TO CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN STOCK- 
PORT. 


eee 


FELLOW CITIZENS, 


| Accept my thanks for, and acknowledgment of, the 
sum of one pound, being as you are pleased to say, the com- 
mencement of a periodical subscription, set on foot by my 
friends in Stockport, to meet my fine, and the expences arising 
from. prosecution and imprisonment. I beg leave to assure 
my friends of Stockport, that my feelings.of gratitude are not 
regulated by the sum of money they have sent me, but by the 
generous expression of approbation that accompanied it. I am 
proud to say, that in pecuniary matters I am above want, and 
whilst that is the case, money will always be with me a secon- 
dary object. . For the fair profits of trade, and for support by 
subscription, whenever my countrymen shall think proper to 
subscribe, to meet any difficulty that I shall encounter, [ shall 
never be indifferent or careless about, but at present, I am fully 
sensible that there are many good men in prison, whose situa- 
tion is much.worse than mine, and who, as. your immediate 
neighbours and acquaintance have a double and prior claim to 
what. I can pretend to with you. I could heartily wish, that 
they were all as comfortable in pecuniary matters as I am, but 
I find that neither love nor money will lessen the rigour of my 
confinement. I have surmounted the injury of the robbery 
that was inflicted on me last year, and as the present with me 
is prosperous, I do not trouble about the future, being well 
assured that nothing but violence can thwart my views, whilst 
I continue to tread in the same path. Recollect Lam by no . 
means insensible to the injury I haye sustained by the rob- 
bery, which the government has made on my property, for, 
although its net. amount was. not. much. above 1,300I.. still 
the manner of seizing it, and shutting up my house, made it 
worse for.me than if I had been fined 20001. to be paid at the 
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expiration of my imprisonment, which had always: hither, 
Bae the case. They might almost as welt have set the house 
on fire, for they have ~~ am the value of the p by 
keeping it'unsold, and whether I shall find any part of my 
fine accounted for remain to be seen. It was a very genem| 
opinion in November last, that the fining of Sir Masseh Lopa ~ 
10,0001. was a mere cloak to cover the extravagant sum pr. 
red for me, and this is now fully verified, for Sir Masseh | ~ 
as been set at liberty, although 15 months of the period al. | ~ 
Jotted him for imprisonment are unexpired. Here is a proof 
of the: wickedness of the government we live under. This 
hoary trailor is released from his confinement forsooth, because, 
his crime was common to the ministers themselves, and none | 
but the most hardened villains, under such circumstances, 
could have been guilty of the mockery of justice in sending 
him to prison in the first place, I have no fear that the time 
of my release is far distant, I am quite comfortable under my 
confinement, and even if I could gain release by petitioning 
for it at this moment, I should reject the offer with disdain. 
Indifferent as I feel about my situation, [ must acknowledge, 
that, recollection evinced by distant friends is extremely cheer- 
ing. Approbation of conduct is far more gratifying tome than 
money... itis the first object of my desire, for I am.sensible * 
that the necessary means of living will be sure to follow it, — 
therefore I make the last but a secondary object. You, the © 
inhabitants of Stockport, have played your parts well in the 
i drama of reform, had the same disposition filled the 
estern counties and the Southern, that has filled those of the 
orth, we should haye carried the measure, long. before. this: 
but. in, this, neighbourhood we have, yeomanry cavalry who 
grieved because they have no radicals to encounter, and are 
obliged to content themselves with. threatening what they will 
do if ever they come in contact with the radicals of the North. 
This is no false picture, it was actually the, language of some 
of the officers uf @ corps, when lately dining together within 
a few miles of this place, although in the county: of Somerset. 
But these poor stupid ignorant creatures will'shortly have their _ 
eyes drawn open, and we shall then ‘find them! the ioat cla- | 
moorous against those who have brought the country into such 
a dilemma, and forget that they have assisted. ‘“T have now ea 
merely to tell you that the Rev. William Wait, A. B. of Bris- ~ 
tol, has not answered my last letter to him, nor even acknow- 
ledged the receipt of a set of the’ Republican ‘which J sent to 
him, - With a confidence, that you will do your best endea- 
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‘ue fe ©vours tosupport those of our friends who are suffering in your 
by neighbourhood, I subscribe myself your | 

may F : Fellow Labourer, «. 
- is ap asst phon Renae Ba = _R, CARLILE, 
— Dorchester Gaol, Sept, 3d, 1820. : : 
al. £3 ae - ~ 
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ome ANSWERS OF THE QUEEN TO VARIOUS 
oy ADDRESSES. 

i —o— | 

a From the married Females of St. Mary-te-bone. 


”Y oe seers } cordial satisfaction in accepting the unfeignedly affection- 
ate addre 


ng a §from the married females resident in the parish of St. 
H.  Mary-te-bone. ‘ , ee rts Eg 
i a ** Mauy of the most estimable characteristics of our sex, borrow 
S > no small-degree of lustre from adversity: . It is then that those gentle 


| virtues‘are most conspicuous by which we are most adorned ; and. 
le | _when'even loveliness itself is increased by uncomplaining patience and 
It; humble resignation. aie : 
5. ‘In us, it is true heroism to be meek in sorrow, asd not querulous 
he) in ‘suffering. : pikes 
Se 4 « Tf the spirits of those who are no more with us be at all cor- 
~— __ scious of what is passing in the scene they have left, 1 trust' that the 


5 SCs spirit of my beloved daughter will contemplate with complatency the 
10 ~——Ci:*=ésekeénitty’ have endéavotired to acquire,’ and the fortitude T have er- 
fe —Ct«=«édeavored. to ‘exercise; ini trials of which ‘it~ is difficult’ to’ appreciate 
Il. the-severity,.and vindeed to’ which few females have even’ been 'éx- 
ee _* Myodeparture for the Contineut in 1814 was, at that momént, 
n _—siNike ‘aw exiléfrommall:tliat 1 held dear. Ileft a child whoo was! iny 


. |) mind’s best ibope, and -my heart's best-stay, expecting hereafter’ to 
> 8¢¢-her in -heppier days; -but, alas! I was to see her no more,’ When 
= WS .parted, -we parted never to meet again, * a le Spm 
Sd owas hardly married:before my circumstances beeame more de 
solatethan those..of widowhood, and I seemed: to ‘have -beceine 


’ » a 
. ee 


h Gi 
Y & 
- | mother.only to be tortured: by) the privation of that intercourse.with 
’ ny hid which was hardly ever denied to, any, moiher, but, myself. 
; Tha she Pas rpmunance of. any)station became only_a pre-eminence in 
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[Tf 1 have hed any enjoyment in the changes and chances of 
my chequered life, it has been principally prodneed by the habits of 
beneficence which I rave had an opportunity of cultivating. Iclaim | 
no praise for this, for 1 found the practice to be agreeable to my na. | 
ture ; and if ¥ had reflected on this subject, my resolution would only | 
have derived additional support from ‘the balance of pleasure, andthe 
calculations of interest. Here I request you to unite with me inad. 
miring that wise constitution of the moral world, which makes the | 
most exquisite satisfaction and the most permanent happiness to arise | 
out of the addition which we make to the gratification of others, and 
to the general stock of human felicity.” 
This answer moved many of the ladies to tears. 









































—_—————sep 


From the Inhabitants of Mary-le-bone. 


‘‘T am under many heartfelt obligations to the Inhabitant House- 
holders of the populous and opulent parish of St. Mary-le-bone, for 
this patriotic and affectionate Address. I am more gratified by the 
honest sentiments of men so enlightened and so upright, than I | 
should be by the most sumptuous incense of adulation from that selfish ~~ 
and corrupt junto who have so long possessed all the patronage and 
engrossed all the honours of the State. | 


“In my long travels, both by land and sea, all my movements 
bave been watched by insidious emissaries; and I verily believe 
that if I could have mounted in the air, I should have been fol- 
lowed by a balloon full of spies., But though my conduct has been 
scrutinized with as much inquisitorial pertinacity as if my adversa- 
ries had been composed of ‘nothing but eyes and ears, they have not 
hitherto been able to establish a single charge to lessen my respect- 
ability, or to blur my reputation, Before my adversaries menaced 
my destruction by an unconstitutional Bill of Pains and Penalties. 
I had only to claim a restoration of my just rights, or an open and =| 
impartial trial of my conduct; but that Bill bas altered the position 
in Which I stood with respect to my.enemies on the one side, and to 
the country on the other, ‘The question is not-now simply whether 4 
the Queen shall have her constitutional rights, but whether the de- 
struction of the Queen shall pave the way for the destruction of 
public liberty. It is public liberty which is attacked in tlie person 
of the Queen; and the preservation of the Queen, in her rights, 15 
become necessary to the preservation of the nation in its liberties. 
The alternative at present is not between one Queen and another ; 
but between liberty and servitude; between a free Constitution and 
an arbitrary Goverament. 


“ When the statesmen of future times reflect on the follies of their 
progenitors, wil] it not excite their astonishment or provoke their 1!- 
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dicule, that the present governing powers of Great Britain should 
suffer the whole kingdom to be agitated from one end to the other, 
and the public tranquillity to be endangered, in order to determine 
the probabilities of an infidelity, where the complaining: party 
is on the confines ef old age, and the party against whom 
the complaint is alledged is past the meridian of her days? Can 
any man think this a sufficient reason for superseding all our 
established laws, and all our judicial forms—tfor causing the capital 
to be surrounded with troops, and the House of Lords to be forti- 
fied as if it were in danger of being attacked by anenemy? What 
opinion weuld an impartial. observer form, when he beheld a judi- 
cial proceeding, or what has the semblance of a judicial proceeding, 
going on under the cover of an armed force? While the temporal 
Peers, assisted by the counsel of learned Judges, and sanctified by 
the presence of mitred Bishops and Archbishops, are endeavouring 
to calculate the chances of, what they are pleased to call, an adul- 
terons intercourse, the bayonets of the troops are glittering on the 
walls of Parliament, or gleaming in the passages to that venerable 
tribunal. 


‘‘ Wiien senates are obliged to deliberate, or courts of justice to 
try causes, under the protection of an armed force, it seems to indicate 
that those bodies are not acting in unison with the sentiments and 
affections of the people. The voice of the laws was of old said to be 
inaudible amid the clash of arms; but is it because an attempt is 
making to set aside the laws, that recourse is had to a military 
force? These, however, are times in which it is well understood 
that the interests of the army can never be really distinct from the 
other interests of-the community. 


“ T haye often experienced the generosity of Englishmen; and by 
that generosity none have been more distinguished than my, poble- 
minded friends in the parish of St. Mary-le-bone.”’ 


—_——__— 
‘ 


From the Inhabitants of Clerkenwell, 


“T accept. with unfeigned satisfaction, this affectionate Address 
from the parish of Clerkenwell. | 


“ No-intimidation shall prevent me from doing right ; no bribe in- 
duce me to do wrong. 1 have a monitor within whose injunctions I 
deem superior to any temptations of interest, Gr any incitements of 
ambition. As long as I do not beliold myself contaminated in the mir- 
ror of my own conscience, [ can, uot only look my enemies in the face, 
but [can solemnly invoke the Almighty to testify my innocence. 


“When I reflect upon the pain and misery that seem, in a greater 
or less degree, inseparable from the condition of man, I do not-con. 
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sider myself to possess any claim to an exemption from the common 
afflictions of humanity. Ilook up to the author of my being, only 
as to the author.of my bappiness; and, though I may lament his chas. 
tisements, I cannot question his benevoleuce. 


“ The members of the hierarchy who have silently given their con. 
sent, or openly jeut their sanction tothe exclusion of my name from 
the Liturgy, must inconsiderately have forgotten it to be their duty 
not to prostrate themselves at the feet of any temporal master, in 
questions in which conscience is concerned. 


‘* Every day tends to furnish more and more clues for penetrating 
into the dark labyrinth of that conspiracy which has for so many years 
been preparing its train of artifices against my character and my hap- 
ca ‘The present plot has been carefully got up ; and no pains 

ve been spared to make it complete in every part... Falsehood has 
been purchased wherever it could be found; and the witiesses, who 
have been brought to appear against the Queen Consort, will cost 
the Exchequer more than the pay of many a gallant regiment. The 
actors in this grand representation of connubial infelicity are to be 
seen in every kind of costume; and Europe, Asia, and Africa, are to 
play their respective parts at the bar of the House of Lords. 


“ My adversaries have no regard for the venerable principles of the 
British constitution ; for the rights it confers, or the liberty it guaras- 
tees. Their love for the constitution is. only a cover for their own 
selfish views —they love no part of the constitution except that which 
is in decay. It 1s. that decayed part. alone in which they live, and 
move, and have their being —in which they bound with transport, and 
seem drunk with joy! , 

_ “ The good and the wise, among all classes, contemplate with hor- 
ror the tremendous probabilities of a disputed succession, with which 
the present bill of pains and penalties menaces the country; but my 
adversaries are so ravished with whe présent delights of place, and so 

usy in rifling the immediate sweets of corruption, they think no- 
thing real but what is in close contact with sense :—they live only for 
the day; and they~leave it to their successors to provide for the 
morrow. Perhaps, in the testamentary disposition of their intellectual 


effects, they may rejoice in bequeathing to th ian shh 
legacy of a civil war.” beq g to the next peneration the 
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‘CONTINUATION OF REPLY TO THE REV. THO- 


MAS HARTWELL ,HORNE’S PAMPHLET, ENTI- 
_TLED “ DEISM REFUTED.” From p. 36. 


Oristlbebberinee | > 


We now come to the first book of Sauiuel, which is also 
ealled the first. book of Kings, as the origin of Jewish kingeraft 
is mentioned in this book; ‘bat accompanied "with some” very 
wholesome instructions.. The mischief is, that :those instrtc- 
tions proceeded from a priest, and seem rather as the offspring 
of a jealousy of the loss of power, than as’ patriotic effusions. 
Priesteraft and Kingcraft seem to be two diseases that have 
more or less pervaded all societies of men, and each in its turn 
has predominated over the other, producing frequent struggles 
and convulsions: Both are morbid and unnatural excrescences 
alone calculated to corrupt and vitiaté the body politic. ~~ 
. | shall, pass over the birth of Samuel, which filts the first 
chapter, as I see nothing ‘to object to in it. It pourtrays ‘the 
character of the Jewish women, who were passionately anxious 
to bear their husbands male’ children, and barrenness was 
always considered amongst them as a chastisement from their 
god. it has been said, that the hope of bringing ‘forth the 
Messiah was prevalent among the Jewish women, but this is 
false, as the Messiah was not dreamt of until, the Babylonish 
captivity. In almost all other countries, and. in former times, 
it has been considered a blessing to have a large family of chil- 
dren, but such is. the grinding system of taxation to,/‘support 
the vices pf monarchy. in the present day; that'a peasantdreads 
nothing so, much as an: increasing faunily, and the English Le- 
gislature has impiously opposed the dictates of nature, by dis- 
couraging, the propagation of the human ‘species, and en- 
couraging the propagation and preservation of certain animals 
which it calls game,‘and which occasionally affords the Aristo- 
cracy a few hours of barbarous amusement, and numbers of 
our peasantry as much imprisonment. I doubt not, but that 
as many hours sport as the game lawe afford the Aristocracy 


. become hours of imprisonment for our peasantry, in conse- 


quence of the same laws, and that if there be any difference, 
the extent of the latter exceeds the former. 
You. IV. No, 2. | 
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In the second chapter, we have an excellent delineation of 
the character of an established and legalised priesthood, in 
the persons of Hophni and Phinehas the two sons of’ Eli: it 


ia as follows :— i 


_ #©Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial ; they knew not the Lord. 
And the priest’s custom with the people was, that, when any man 
offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant came, while the flesh was in 
seething, with a fleshhook ot three teeth in his haod; And he struck 
it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the fleshhook 
brought ap the priest took for himself. So they did inShiloh unto all 
the. Israelites that camethither. Also before they burnt the fat, the 
priest's servant came, and. said t> the man that sacrificed, Give flesh 
to roast for the priest; for he will not have sodden flesh of thee, but 
raw. And if any man said unto him, Let them not fail to barn the 
fat presently, and thei take as much as thy soul desireth ; then he 
would answer him, Nay ; but theu shalt give it me now: and if not, 
F will take it by force.’ TOT Sry SEE | 


. L have before observed, that.the Jews were a gross and car- 
nal people, and that the chief object of the priests was to rob 
them of the best part.of their.animal food. ‘The above quo- 
tation. is a full verification of this assertion, for whether the 
distinct, cireumstance, as relating to the sons of Eli, be correct 
er, not, the tale is unquestionably borrowed from that, or from 
geueral circumstances. OH RANA, HAE 
It now appears, | that the Jewish’ history carries something 
like ,probability with. it, for neither Jehovah nor his angels 
make their appearance in any of the'stories in the different 
books of Kings, .but whether the lives and characters of the 
kings; as recited, be true or not, is ‘to us in the present day, a 
matter of indifference. I read it as I'‘should read a novel or 
romance, and if I find any thing that is calculated: “to paint 
®.maral or adorn a.tale,”. I embrace’ it‘as such; and nothing 
further, The, third: chapter relates.a'tale, how Jehovah ad- 
dressed himself'to Samuel whilst yetsa bo y and told him of 
the, downfall of the family of Eli. Itshould be observed, that 
Samuel, heareth a voice, but béheld nothing, ‘ard this is re- 
lated-as a great eondescension on the part of Jehovah, for we 
are-told in the:firstiverse, that) “the word of the Lord was 
poms ie those-days ; there was no open-vision.” ‘The Jews, 
sagan te. fh nae lierves ‘both ‘as priests and 
8, and Mm preserving. istory of them by tradition, they 
have suflered-nothing to escape, but each geberatis continued 
to add something, until:they: learnt the use of letters at Ba- 
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bylon, and reduced their history to a written volume. This 
has been the case with all illiterate nations, and it is thus that 
the heathen ‘mythology became so exceedingly numerous : 


‘but each of the’ gods and foddesses had a birth, ‘parentage, 


education, and a full memoir.’ The Jewish writings are got 
in the same stile, and are entitled to no further respect. 
e should read them only to study the march‘of the human 
mind, and acquaint pe Ba with the prodigious influence of 
the printing press on mankind, and what: that. further influ- 
ence will:become, when it ceases to be shackled by kings and 
priests, and is no longer used ‘to corrupt as Well as to enlighten. 
It is thus that I read ‘the history of the past, and this is the 
only benefit which I feel from the perusal of antient history. 
he chapters four, five and six, contain a lamentable tale 
about, the ark of the Israelites being taken in battle by the 
Philistines, and how that the former were totally discomfited. 
Old Eli falls and breaks his neck at hearing that the Israelites 
had lost their ark, and a general lamentation is said to pervade 
all the land of the Israelites. Much faith was, no doubt, 
placed in the ark as.an holy chest, and the receptacle of the 
Jewish God *. ‘This story about the ark is too important to 


‘be passed over lightly, therefore I shall insert the whole of it. 


“ And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. . Now Israel went out 
against, the Philistinesto battle, and pitched beside Eben-ezer: and 
the. Philistines pitched in Aphek, And the Philistines put themselves 
Am array against Israel; and when they joined battle, Israel was smit- 
ten before the Philistines; and they slew of the army in the field 


- 
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_*, Inthe course of my mock trial; and whilst 1 was reading the Preface 
to Sir William Drummond's Aitipus Jadsicus, which mentions that’ the 
Jews carried about their god in a-box of Shittim Wood, Judge Abbott 
eo pee me and said, it was a falsehood, and that there was no men- 
tion of any thing of the kind in the Bible. I was,,not sufficiently 
acquainted with minutia of the Bible at that moment to explain the 
liculars. which were necessary to yerify the assertion of Sir William 
mmond, batit is literally a fact. The ark is said to have been made 


b of Shittim Wood, and it is well known, that all the nations who ever 
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an ark, believed that. their God dwelt in it, and they worshipped 


‘at as.such. ‘The tale on which I am now commenting, isa strong 


of the assertion of Sis William Drummond, for we see what a dreadful 
‘Tamenta ntation.is related, at the loss of ‘the ark, and we read that the 

istines were alarmed at first, because the Israelites had brought, their 
“God into battle with them, and they ery out.that such a circumstance was 
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about four'thousand men. And when the people were come into the 
camp, the elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the Lord smiiten us 
to day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of, the covenant 
of the Lord out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it 
may save us out of the hand of our enemies, So the people sent to 
Shiloh, that they might bring from thence the.ark of the covenant of 
the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubims: and the 
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehias, were there with the ark of the 
covenant of God. And when the ark ofthe covenant of the Lord 
came into the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so that the 
earth rang again. And when the Philistines heard the noise of the 
shout, they said, What meaneth the noise of this great shout in the 
eamp of the Hebrews? And they understood that the ark of the Lord 
was come into the camp. And the Philistines were afraid, for they 
said, God is come into the camp. And they said, Woe unto us! for 
_ there bath not been such a thing heretofore. Woe unto ts! who shall 
_ deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the Gods 
that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. Be 
strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not 
servants unto the Hebrews, as they have been to you: quit your- 
selves like men, and fight. And the Philistines fought, and Israel was 
amitten, and they fled every maninto his tent; and there was a very 
great slaughter; for there ‘fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. 
And the ark of God was taken ; and the two sons.of Eli, Hophini and 
Phinehas, were slain. And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the 
army, and came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, aud 
with earth upon his head. And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat 
by the wayside watching ; for his heart trembled for the ark of God. 
And when the man came into the city, and told it, all the city cried 
Out, And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, What 
meaneth the noise @f this tumult? And the man came in hastily, and 
told Eli. Now Eli was ninety and eight years old ; and his eyes 
Were dim, that he could not see.. And the man said unto Eli, I.am 
that. came out, of the army, and I fled to day out of the army. 
And he said, What is there done, my son? And the messenger an- 
ex none — mate - fled before the Philistines, and there hath 
ulso a great slaughter among the people, and thy two. sons also, 
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the rotted taken. .And it 
came to pass, when he made mention of the ark’of. God, that he fell 
from off the seat backward by the side of the pate, and. his neck 
brake, and he died; for he was an old man, and heavy: and he had 
Judged Israel forty years. And his daughter in law, Phineas” wife, 
was with child, near to be delivered ; and when she heard the tidings 
that the ark of God was taken, and that her father-in-law and her hus- 
band were dead, she bowed herself and travailed ; for her pains came 
tpon her. And about the time of her death, the women that stood by 
her said unto her, Fear not, for thou hast born. a.son. . But she an- 
swered not, neither did she regard it. And she named the child I-che- 
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bod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel: because the ark of 
God was taken, and because of her father-in-law and her husbaad. 
And bs said, The glory is departed from Israel; for the ark of God 
is taken.” 

“And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it from 
Eben-ezer ugto Ashdod. When the Philistines took the ark of God, 
they brought it iato the house of Dagon, and set it.by Dagon. And 
when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, behold, Dagon was 
fallen upon his face to the earth before the ark of the Lord. And they 
took Dagon, and set him in his place agam. And when they arose 
eatly on the morrow morning, behold, Dagon was falleu upon his face 
to the ground before the ark of the Lord ; and the head of Dagon 
and both the palms of his hands were eut off upon the threshold ; 
only the stump of Dagon was left to him. Therefore neither the 
priests of Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon’s house, tread on the 
threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day. But the hand of the 
Lord was heavy upon them of Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and 
smote them ‘with emerods, even Ashdod and the coasts thereof. And 
when the men of Ashdod saw that it was so, they said, The ark of the 
God of Israel shall not abide with us; for his hand is sore upon us, 
and upon Dagon our god. They sent therefore and gathered all the 
lords of the Philistines unto them, aud said, what shall we do with the 
ark of the God of Israel? And they answered, Let the ark of the 
God of Israel be carried abeut unto Gath. And they carried the ark 
of the God of Israel about thither. And it was so, that, afler they 
had carried it about, te wad: of the Lord was against the city with a 
very great déstruction ;“ and he smote the men of the city, both small 
and great, and they had emerods in their secret parts: therefore they. 
sent the ark of God to Ekron. And it came to pass, as the ark of God 
came to Ekron, that the’ Ekronites cried out; saying, They have 
brought about the ark of the God of Isruel to us, to slay us and ouf 
people. So they sentaud gathered together all the lords of the Philis- 
tines, and suid, Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it go 
again to liis own place, that it slay us not, and our people; for there 
was a deadly destruction throughout all the city; the hand of God 
was very heavy there. And the men that died not, were smitten with 
the emerods : and the cry of the city went up to heaven.” 

“® “And the atk’ of the Lord ‘was in the country of the Philistives, 
seven months. And the Philistines called for the priests and the di- 
viners, saying, what shall we do to the ark of the Lord? tell us where- 
with’ we shall send it to bis aye And they said, if ye send away 
the ark of the God 'of Israel, send it not empty ; but in any wise re- 
turn him a trespass Offering: then ye shall be healed, and it shall be 
known to ‘you why his hand is not removed from you, ‘Thien sard 
they, what'shall be the trespass offering which we shall return to bim? 
They answered, five golden emerods, and five golden mice, according 
to the number of the lords of the Philistines: for one plague was on 
you all, and.on your lords, Wherefore ye shall make images of your 
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émerods, and images of your mice that mar the land; and ye shall 
give glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure he will lighten his 
hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from off your land, 
Wherefore then do you harden your hearts, as the Egyptians and 
Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when he had wrought wonderfully 
among them, did they not let the people go, and they departed ? 
Now therefore make a new cart, and take two milcli kine, on 
which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to the cart, and 
bring their calves home from them: And take the ark of the Lord, 
and lay it upon the cart; and put the jewels ‘of gold, which ye return 
him for a trespass offering, in a coffer bythe side thereof; and send 
it away, that it may go. And see, if it goeth up by the way of his 
own coast to Beth-shemesh, then he hath done us this great evil : but 
if not, then we shall know that it is not his hand that smote us; it was 
a chance tliat happened to ns. And the.mendid so; and took two 
milch kine, and tied them to the cart, and. shut np their calves at 
home: And they laid the ark of the Lord upon. the cart, and the 


coffer with the mice of gold and the images of their emerods. And 
the kine took the straight way to the way of Besh-shemesli, and went 
along the highway, lowing as they went, ‘and turned not aside to the 
right hand or to the left; and thelords of the Philistines went after em 
unto the border of Beth-shemesh:' And they. of Bethshemesh were 


reaping in their wheat harvest in the valley, and they lifted .up their 
eyes, and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it. And the cart came into 
the field of Joshua, a Beth-shemite, and stood there, where there 
was a great stone: and they clave the wood of the cart, and offered 
the kine a burnt offering unto the Lord. And the Levites took down 
the ark of the Lord, and the coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels 
of gold were, and put them on the great stone: and the men of Beth- 
shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed ‘sacrifices the same day 
unto the Lord. And when the five lords of the Philistines bad seen 
it, they returned to. Ekron the same day. “And these are the golden 
emerods which the Philistines retutiled for a trespass offering unto the 
Lord ; for Ashdod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath 
one, for Ekron one; And the golden mice, according to the number 
of all the cities of the Philistines belonging to the five lords, both of 
fenced cities, and of country villages, even unto the great stone of 
Abel, whereon they set down the ark of the Lord: which stone re- 
maineth unto this day in the field of Joshua, the Beth-shemite. And 
he smote the men of Beth-shemesh, because they had looked ‘into the 
ark of the Lord, even he smote of the people fifty thousand and 
threescore and ten men: and the people lamented, because the Lord 
had smitten many of the people with a great slatighter. And the men 
of Beth-shemesh said, who is able to’ statid before this holy Lord 
God? and to whom shall he go up from us? And they sent messen- 
gers to the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim, saying, the Philistines have 


a again the ark orthe Lord; come ye down, and fetch it up 
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Ht will be quite superfluous to say any thing more about the 
impotence’ or omnipotence of Jehovah, the Bible makes 
him such a strange fellow, and displays him in- so many 
opposite characters, that it is impossible to come to any’ con 
elusion about him, or te define him, unless the reader is of 
my opinion as to his noneatity. The Gods of the Philistines 
seem to triumph over him in every sense of the word, and this 
too whilst a Jew. tells the tale. How noble and manly is the 
conduct of the Philistines. when contrasted with that of ‘the 
Jews. After the:Philistines had. recovered. the shock of the 
first idea of fighting with the Jewish God, they address each 
other in the following ‘words; “ Be'strong, and quilt yourselves 
like men; Ovye Philistines, that»ye be not servants unto ‘the 
Hebrews, as tliey have been 'to you: quit yoursélves-like men, 
and fight.” This is language truly manly; but the Jews have 

ainted their ancestors as a timid, dissatisfied, and irresolite 
race, who could perform no manly feat, and were not tobe 
roused to action but by fanaticism and intrigue. We are'con- 
tinually told of their hiding themselves in caves anil dens when 
an enemy. approached, -whilst. in ‘the same breath we read of 
their being as the sand of the sea shore for multitude. . Pie 
Bible forms.a strange mixture of hyperbole, exaggeration, and 
barefaced lies: : | 

The tale of ‘the several feats performed by the ark whilst in 
the possession of the Philistines, and the disasters which befé! 
them, :is truly ludicrous. Poor Dagon is made to humble 
himself before the empty box of the Jews ; and into whatever 
part of Palestine it was carried, it proved itself to be the box 
of Pandora rather than the habitation of a God. | have felt 

‘some'amusement in reading of the presents which the Philis- 
tinespresented to Jehovah, namely; five golden mice, and five 
golden‘emerodss but) am at a‘loss to conceive what the gol- 
den emerods' could be like, and [{ have no longer the assistance 
of Dr?‘Adam Clarketo give me light on this subject, as 7 
have out stripped ‘the doctor and travel faster with my com 
mentary than he does with his. Emerods are represented as 
a disease, in the Bible, and in an * Abridged Johnson,” which 
I have, ;they are termed the piles ; but in a larger dictionary 
by Bailey, and in an al sat I have no definition of 
them whatever... Rather.curious that the ark should infectthe 
Philistines with the piles, and still more curious that the eme- 
rods or the piles should be represented in gold. I am happy that 
Lam ignorant of what the piles are, but to represent them in 
gold is beyond my conception. There is another proof at the 
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close of the sixth chapter, that Jehovah was considered to tra. 
vel about in this ark, for the Bethshemites curiously pry into it, 
and are slain to the amount of fifty thousand and threeseore 
and ten—a moderate number this to inhabit a village! After 
the Bethshemites are killed they cry out, ‘“ Who is able to 
stand before this Lord God?” Now Mr. Justice Abbott, what 
do you think about Jehovah dwelling in a box of shittim 
wood? Can you doubt after reading this. 

The above tale commences with introducing Samuelas lead- 
ing on the Israelites to this fatal battle, for it begins thus, 
‘¢ And the word-of Samuel came to all Israel:” priestly com. 
mentators will get over this by saying, that those words should 
be attached to the last chapter. they ought or not, 
I neither know nor care, but this I know that they stand very 
awkward at the head of the fourth chapter, and evidently con- 
nect Samuel with the Joss of the ark; whereas we are subse- 
quently informed that Samuel was omnipotent in all he under- 
took. Whether there be any veracity or not, in the various 
tales of the various encounters between the Philistines and 
Israelites, I cannot pretend to say ; in viewing it historically, 
I should say it is probable enough; but it is evident, from the 
manner in which those tales are related, that they were not 
reduced to writing for a long time after they are said to have 
happened, and it is on this ground that I would reject the 
slightest improbability. In the book of Judges and the dif- 
ferent books of Kings, the Israelites are painted in a con- 
temptible light, both for paucity of numbers and influence as 
a people; there are certain deviations from tlie general rule 
when we find them swelled into importance and magnitude, 
but the contrast is so strong that the latter cireumstance must 
ae as mmerobahle, : 

pass over the seventh chapter, as it only contains a tale 
about Samuel and Jehovah being reconciled to the Israelites, 
after they had once more promised to. behave well and forsake 
all other gods, and fighting the Philistines witha thunder 
storm in revenge for qld grievances—for their taking Jehovah’s 
habitation and place of rest the ark, &c., and defeating both 
Mi and ba (iy at the same time, 

‘i come now to the eighth and an interesting - iti 
iy. seca ing chapter itis 
_ “ And it came to pass, when Samuel.-was old, that he made his sons 
Judges over Israel. Now the name of his first-born was Joel; and 
the name of his second, Abiah: they were. judges in Beer-sheba, 
4nd his seus walked not in his ways, but turned aside alter Iycre, and 
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took bribes, and perverted judgmeat. Then all the elders of Israel 
gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel wito Ramah, And 
said unto him, behold thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: 
now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. But the thing 
displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And 
Samuel prayed unto the Lord. And the Lord. said unto Samuel, 
hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto. thee: 
for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I 
should not reign over them. According to all the. works which they 
have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even 
unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other 
gods, so do they also'titito thee. Now therefore hearken unto their 
voice : howbeit’yet protest solemuly unto them, and shéw them the 
manner of the king that shall reign over them. And Samuel told all 
the words of the’ Lord unto the people that asked of hima king. And 
he said, this will, be the manner of the! king that shall reign over you: 
he will take your soné.and appoint them for himself, for bis chariots, 
and to be his horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots. And 
he will appoint him captains over thousands, and captains over fil- 
ties ; and will set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and 
to make his instruments of war, and ipstruments of his chariots. And 
he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, 
and to be bakers. | And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, 
and your oliveyards, even the best of them, and give them to his ser- 
vants, And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your ‘vine- 
yarsls, and give to his officers, and to his. servants. And he will take 
your men-servants, aud your maid-servants, and your goodliest young 
men, and your asses, and put them to bis work, He will take the 
tenth of your sheep: and ye shall be his servants, And ye shall cry 
out in that day because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; 
and the Lord will not hear you in that day. Nevertheless the people 
refused to obey the voice of Samuel ; and they said, nay; but we will 
have a king over us ; That we also may be like all the nations ; and 
that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our bat- 
tles. And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rebearsed 
thenrin the ears of the’ Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, heark- 
en unto their voice, and-make them aking. And Samuel said unto 
the men of, Israel, go-ye-every man_unto-his city.” ef 

The philosopher and the politician might draw two im- 
portant lessons from this chapter: the first is on’ the impro- 
priety of hereditary ‘offices; or distinct ‘offices or power con- 
tinued to the successive members of the same fem: the 
second isa true picture of monarchy and its influence on 
society. Inthe first place we find the sons of Samuol are 
made to resemble the sons of Eli, who although their fathers 
are represented as upright men, deviated from the character 
imposed upon them, and teck advantage of the power placed 
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in their handy to oppress and injure the people subject to 
them. This is represented as the cause of the Israelites de- 
Sige a king, that he might screen them from the oppres- 
sions of those two priests, for we are not told that the power 
of prophecying was hereditary, but the sons of Eliand Samuel 
are represented as priests and judges 

The objection to any office being hereditary is insuperable 


onthis one ground, that the capacities of mankind differ, and it 


generally happens, that the son of a very clever man, turns 
out a fool, or an ‘ideot, or a rogue, or something very objec- 


tionable. This is not a general rule,,but.the exceptions are ~ 
not many.., Every one will-admit it. tobe a laudable axiom, | 
that he, who by his abilities; or exertions; or‘valour, serves a [ 


state, should reap a benefit from that ‘state for such services: 
but it by no means follows, ‘that his children are entitled toa 


continuance of such benéfits’after the father’s decease. Those | 
children may be’ the veriest enemies of the state, or the veriest | 


blockheads, and their continuance in office, out of respect to 
the father, might injure ‘that state to a much greater degree 
than the father had benefitted it. We have daily and prac- 


tical proofs of this under the English government, until it is 7 


reduced to a state of. wretchedness, the people wanting the 
common necessaries of life, and the country disgraced beyond 


~ measure in the eyes of all other countries. 


This argument applies as well to the kingly office as any 
other, whether it be that of a legislator, judge, sheriff, or 
magistrate. An hereditary prince is almost certain to be 
corrupted by flattery before he attains to his office, and being 


‘ bred up in the idea that he is entitled to reign over a nation, 


his mind is destroyed, inevitably, before he arrives at the 
years of maturity. I am not aware of any one instance on 
record, where a prince, claiming an hereditary right to the 
throne of any country, and having been brought up under 
that idea, ever proved a virtuous man, and studied the interest 
of those over whom he, .was called to rule. If . Alfred be an 
exception to this. observation, we should consider.what he had 
to contend with before he, was firmly seated on the throne, 
aa Rowe strong must be his attachment to,his eountry after 
ne ad rescu it from a powerful and insolent invader. 

red was placed beyond the means of corruption in his 
youthful days, and his mind was. inured to virtue, to courage, 
and to patriotism, before he could recover his throne. Kings 
are not naturally bad men or fools, they are corrupted bv 
power and flattery, and if they find no obstacles to encounter 
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in their. youth, their virtues, although latent, are never 
brought into action. Vice is always their example and they 
know ndthing else. . A king, that has ever to rescue a 
nation from ig has all his virtues called into action, and 
generally spends the remainder of his days in endeavouring to 

enefit that nation; but he who comes to a throne without 
any obstacle, and continues on it without any obstacle, is 
prone to lust and oppression only: if there be an innate de- 
pravity in human nature, (which F do not admit) it is certain 
here to be predominant and to have full sway. There is no 
check, every surrounding object seems to cherish the darling 
passion, every individual administers to it with a hope of 
obtaining the means to gratify his own. A nation may pros- 
per where its monarch was the choice of the people, or of the 
majority, as every other part of the legislature ought to be; 
but with an hereditary monarchy, whether it be limited or not, 
a nation must inevitably continue to receive injury and dis- 
grace. The power is too great for any man to possess, but he 
who can lay claim to it by known virtues and ‘abilities, and 
even then, it should be limited as to time, and not go down 
with the dotage and imbecility of old age. The foregoing 
chapter of Samuel is an excellent delineation of . monarchy, 
and it might be wondered at that it has not been expunged 
from the Bible. 

The ninth chapter forms an excellent and striking burlesque 
on monarchical governments ; or, at least, on the origin of that 
among the Jews. Saul, a country youth, is sent to seek his 
father’s strayed asses, and he most appropriately finds a king- 
dom. He goes to Samuel, the fortune-teller or seer, to enquire 
which way the asses have strayed, and Samuel tells him, that 
his asses are found, and forthwith anoints him king of Israel. 
In this chapter, it is evident that the prophets among the Jews 
were thought nothing more of than our fortune-tellers in the 
present-day: itis an adjunct of priestcraft, the latter forms a 
distinct arid legalised order in the state, the other isnot recog - 
nised ; this is all the difference between priests and fortune- 
tellers, they are equally impostors and robbers and proceed on 
the same plan, the one tells you what is to befal you in the 
next life, the other in the present, but your money is the 
object of both. : 

There is one thing striking in this narrative, and that: is the 
mode of communication between Jehovah and Samuel: in the 
21st verse of the Sth chap. we have the following words— 

And Samuel heard all the words of the people, und he re- 
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hearsed them in the ears of the Lord.” In the ldth verse of 


the 9th chapter we have the following :—‘* Now the Lord haj 
told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul came.” What ideas 
are we to infer of the Jewish God from thisstatement? Had 
ever the Jews any idea of Jehovah being an zrial being and 
absent from them, they could not, or they would not have 
narrated such a tale, as whispering in his ear, and he in return, 
whispering in their ears... Let all who, venerate the God of 
nature cease to connect him. with Jehovah, an household God 
and idol of the Jews, «ghee ti 

I must have a laugh before I quit this subject at the act of 


anointing kings, or pouring.a vial of oil on their heads. This | 
ridiculous act is continued to this day, only: the oil, instead of | 
being poured down over the head in a running:stream, is | 
merely applied with the tip of the finger,in the same manner, © 


as the blood and oil was applied to the tip of the right ea 


sacrifice. I ve before stated that the word Christian has no 
other meaning but anointed, and for my part, I am not so fond 


of grease and oil, as to be made a christian or aking. [ll 7 
warrant it, the. Americans do not pour any oil on the head of © 


their President, and he makes a much more respectable king 
than any we have in Europe. Sanctified folly must cease. 


Samuel not only made Saul a king, but ‘he texches him the | 


art of prophesying too, for whoever reads the Bible attentivel 
aunt fitcel ye tbat pr hecy : Uitateie : 


communicated from one 

Elisha in the profession, & 
satisfied with having & ‘sup ior, and never forgives the 
Israelites for opposing his will Tn the twelfth chapter, we find 
him harping on the old &rievance, and punishing or rather 
frightening the Israelites with a thunder storm ii Ratvest for 


this wickedness in asking a King. Jupiter was not more 


cautiat ta wees : nytt has thunder-storms are not un- 
. wy ein this, country: ay nothing 
about Judean SC untry: I can say nothing 


The thirteenth chapter introducesus to some strange contra- 


dictions. In the first place we are told. tha : 

: t Jonathan, the son 
| Saul, with a thousand men, smote a garrison of the Philis- 
he tee consequence of which, the Philistines wage war with 

© Israelites, and they are said to muster “ thirty thousand 


| r, the | 
thumb, and great toe of a Jewish priest, and he who offered | 


rr fin 


pe , hecy was an art and mystery with the | 
Jews, and was taught like any other profession, and just as | 
the secrets of fortune-tellin by cards and palmistry is now | 
| Led. 8 woman to another. Thus we © 
read of the ‘company of york and of Elijah instructing | 

c... Still Samuel seems much dis- | 
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chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand 


which is on the sea-shore for multitude.” ‘The chapter, after 
mentioning @ dispute between Samuel and Saul, wherein the 
insolent priest threatens 1 to unking him, finishes:in the follow- 


ing manner : — 
‘« Now there was no smith found throughout all thé land of Israel : 


for the Philistines AF huss lest the Hebrews make them swords or 
s 


spears : but all | raelites went Ly eae to the Philistines, to shar 
ee man _his’s ire, and his coulter, his axe, and his mattock. 

t they y had a file for the mattocks, and for the cotilters, and for the 
forks and ‘for the axes, and to sharpen the goads.” ‘So it came to 

pass in the day of battle,that there was neither sword nor spear found 
in in the hand of any of the people that were with Saul and pethitien: 
but with Sauband with Jonathan his som) was there found. And the 
garrison of the Philistines went out to the’ passage of Michmash.”’ 


Now here ig a pretty state. the Israelites aré in to combat 
the above host of the Philistines, yet in the next chapter we 
are told, that Jonathan with his single sword, and an armour 
bearer (who could have no armour to bear, “accord ing to the 
above tale) attack the whole host of the Philistines bani" 
selves, twenty of them and set the rest a killing 
other, and thus discomfit this great multitude : and ise Sori 
the whole, Jonathan is near losing his. life because he ate a 
little honey-comb and had his eyes enlightened with it, at 
moment whe he was ignorant, of an injunction which Saul had 
laid on his cai that they - should not eat any thing until 
the en i, that day at the peril of their lives, Saul is 

anxious to destray his son J nathan. but ‘the people rescue 

-_ in consequenice of his former valour: thus we see the word 

of a sanguinary despot is ‘but as the idle wind, unless he has 
men as as himself to put it into execution. * , 

In ihe ffecnth chapter we teve the sanguinary character 

- a priest displayed in a strong light. Samuel’ sendeth Saul 
the Amalekites : Saul performs this holy ex- 

i, "a nr the ex ception of saving the king and’ ‘a few oxen, 
aye knew. Jehovah was fond of a. savoury smell, 

an white intended to sacrifice on Gilgal. ‘ Samuel, find- 
iw this ground of quarrel, comes ak 09 moet Bl ‘and re- 
eee infidelity in a Bogdod king and ‘the cat- 

to deprive hin of his nigetr talks very 

ge: rpm, Jehovah not being a man eat at he should repent, 

, se like bombast : but, at last, he becomes reconciled to 
and hews Agag, the king of the Amalekites, in piecés 

ore the: Lord in Gilgal! After. this, 
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_ we ought ‘hot to hear any y thing further of the Amalekite, 
Aer all the talk about Jehovah not being a nian that he 
obean nf, the ter concludes with ‘saying, “ and thy 
t he had made Saul =e over Israel.” Thy 

san ah never attributed any | oe t to their God. 


‘The sixteenth chapter uel and Jehovah y 

intri against Saul, and David as king. Th 

spirit out of Saul ae enters David, and an evi 

apn es I Fe, rd into Saul!. But the conclusion of 

represents David as contented to become m 

harper to King Saul to drive away the evil spirit, in which he 
is successful, 

‘The seventeenth chapter introdubes the story of David ani 

Goliah, but here David is introduced to Saul ‘as a stranger, 

whilst, in the last chapter we were told that he pleased Sai 


by ber! on the harp, and Saul. madé him. bis armow-| 


nf gh is but a trifling inaccuracy, and hardly, wort 


80 pm Agi * ones. “ghall pass over the 
story ere ee eer cah say nbthibg: on on the sw- 
ject: the-tale is very well narrated , but I think we ought to 

y 


e heard gomething about David’s killing’ the lion and th| 


bear before. This is a ‘tale, ‘taking : altogether, ‘that will no 


bear a We contradiction, and comment upon it will be idle and | 
WS ag chapter displa Sven Saul bk: jealous. of Davi 


wry atone ‘be a note ahd bids hid hu 
- yarious attempt destr e focure al 
dred fs “f a Ph Alipay r 


ind, that he (David) would fal 
tof the ; Philistines dd be slain.’ David however 
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+‘ Now Samuel was dead, and ali Israel had lamented him, and 
buried him in Ramah, even in.his own city. And Saul had put away 
these that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land. And 
the Philistines gathered themselves together, and came and pitched 
in Shunem: and Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched 
in Gilboa. - And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines; he was 
afraid, and: his heart greatly trembled. And when Saul enquired of 
the Lord, the Lord answered bim not, neither by dreams norby 
Urim, nor by prophets.’ ‘Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek ine a 
woman that hath a familiar spirit, that may go to her, and enquire 
ofher. Aud his:servants said to him, behold, there is a-womamn that 
hath a familiar spirit at. En-dor.. And ‘Saul disguised-himself, and put 
on other raiment, and he went, and two men with him,.and they 
came to the woman by night: and he said, 1 pray thee, divine unto 
me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom! I shall name 
unto thee. And the woman said unto him, behold, thou knowest 
what Saul bath done, how’ he hath cut off those that have familiar 
spirits, and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou 
a snare for my life, to cause me to die?» And Saul sware to her by the 
Lord, saying, as the Lord liveth,-there shall no punishment happen to 
thee for this thing, Then said the: woman, whom shall I bring up 
unto thee?) And ‘he said, bring-me up Samuel. And when the wo- 
man, saw Saniuel,-she cried with a loud voice ; and the woman spake 
to Saul, saying, why. hast thou deceived me? for thou. att Saul. 
And the, king said unto her, be not afraid: for what sawest thou? 
And the woman said unto Saul, I) saw gods ascending out of. the 
earth. And he said unto her, what form is he of ? and:sbe said, an 
old man cometh up ;,and he is covered with a mantle. ,And Saul 
perceived that it was Samuel, and he appoped with his, face;to the 
ground; and bowed himself. And Samuel said to Saul, why hast 
thou 'disquieted me, fo bring me up ? And Saul answered,,I am sore dis- — 
tressed ;" for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed 
from me; -and answereth meno more, neither by prophets, nor, by 
dreams : therefore I have called thee, that-thou mayest make known 
untome what I shalldo. Then said Samuel,wherefore then dost thou 
ask of me, seeing the Lord is departed from’ thee, and ‘is become 
thine enemy? And the Lord hath done to him, as he. spake by me = 
for we Lord hath rent thekingdom ont of thine hand, and given it to. 
re v3 bour, even to David: Because thou obeyedst not the voice. 
of the Lord, nor executedst fiis fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore 
| & the Lord done this thing unto thee this day. Moreover the 
0 lalso deliver Israel with thee into thehand of the Philistines 
and to morrow shalt thon and thy sons be with me: the Lord also 
shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines. ‘Then 
Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid, be- 
cause of the words of Samuel ; and there was no strength in him ; 
for he had eaten no bread all the day, nor all the night.. And. the wo- 
man came unto Saul,and saw that he wassore troubled, and said unto 
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him, behold, thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have put 
my life in thy haud, and have hearkened unto thy word which thoy 


spakest unto me. Now, therefore, T pray thee, hearken thou aly 
unto the voice of thine handmaid, let me set a morsel of bread 


befere thee ; and eat, that thou mayest have strength, when tho § 


goest jon thy way. But he refused,and said, } will not eat. Ba 
his, servants, together with the woman, compelled him ; . and he 
héarkened.unto their voice. So heardse from the earth, and sat upon 
the-beido And: the woman had 2 fat calf in the house ; and she hasten. 
ed, and killed:it, and took four, and kneaded it, and did bake w. 
leavened bread. thereof: .. And she brought it before Saul, and before 
hia servants ;,and they did eat, , Then they rose’up, and went away 
that night.” i ow! : 

E scarcely need say any thing here of the supposed power of 
witches : I have before made some few: observations on the 
subject, but I feel it: my duty again to pronounce that there is 
nothing in the whole regions of space that is supernatural ; 
that the idea of witchcraft and spirits grew up with the igno- 
Yance and credulity of mankind, and is entirely a fiction of the 
hhiman brain. There is nothing spiritual.in nature ; no hu- 
man being has ever seen any thing of the kind; the various 
stories of the kind are either. the effect.of invention or a fren- 
zied imagination, The | Bible is the grand reservoir of those 
and 
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